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Ninth annual Women'’s

Expo to be held at MCPL

A day of holiday shopping, inspiring
stories, networking — and fun!

BY DONNA NEWMAN
leisure@tbrnewspapers.com

The Women’s Expo is a celebration of
Long Island women: their talents, their
dreams, their ambitions and successes. As
you walk through the 76 exhibits that will
fill the Middle Country Public Library on
Oct. 8 (from 11 am to 6 pm) you will feel
the frisson of possibility. And, if you lis-
ten, you will hear extraordinary life stories
from “ordinary” women — proving that
following your passion can truly take you
places.

One of the accomplished women you
may meet is Barbara Jordan, Middle Coun-
try Library’s assistant director of commu-
nity relations and special projects, who has
been among the Women’s Expo’s hardest
workers and biggest cheerleaders since the
idea’s inception.

MCPL Director Sandra Feinberg said
the Expo would never have achieved the
level of success it enjoys today, were it not
for Jordan'’s efforts. “The Women’s Expo
has become one of the most popular and
well-attended events held at the library
and Barbara was critical in its initiation
and implementation. From the beginning,
she steered the work of the committee and
co-chairs, initiated and

the greatest diversity — of products and
services and of women. Making the cut
this year are veteran exhibitors as well as
first-timers. Some of their stories follow
somewhat traditional paths; some are ideas
from out of the blue. Here’s a sampling:

« Samantha Elliott, a pastor’s wife and
gospel recording artist, started her mil-
linery business, Samantha’s Place Inc,
about 20 years ago. “I thank God for both
my grandmothers. who taught me how to
sew,” she said. She took that initiat knowl-
edge and, through schooling and working
with designers out of New York City, par-
layed it into a successful enterprise with a
web presence (www.sistersamanthasplace.
com).

“In my culture — the African Ameri-
can culture,” Elliott said, “I believe we wear
more hats. We're taught to wear hats and to
dress up.” She added, “I can look at your
face and tell what style hat would look good
on you.” Beyond creating hats, Elliott feels
her gift extends to inspiring women to use
the talents that God gave them: “Now, with
the economy the way it is, a lot of women
are reaching way deep inside of them and
pulling out some of that gift that God has
given them ... [ believe that each one of us
has some special talent

streamlined staff re-
sponsibilities, assisted
in securing sponsor-
ships, and established
procedures for vendors
and volunteers.”
Working along-
side Jordan, Elizabeth
Malafi, a coordinator
of the library’s Miller
Business Center, un-
derscored her dedi-
cation and drive as
important factors in
the expo’s growth and
development. “Many

The Women'’s Expo is a
showcase and marketplace
perfectly timed to
jump-start your holiday
shopping. The vendors are
entrepreneurs, artisans,
importers, designers and
distributors offering a wide
variety of products and
services, many of them
one-of-a-kind.

to share.”

« Susan Broderick
was shopping in Port
Jefferson when she no-
ticed a flyer for pottery
classes. She brought
it home, gave it to her
family and said: “This
is what [ want for
Christmas,” and from
the very first class, she
was hooked. Through
her son, she met Ver-
mont potter Robert
Compton, who taught
her different tech-

of us work together to
createthisannual event
— always with Barbara’s enthusiasm and
creativity guiding the way. I've learned so
much being involved in this special project
with her. It’s kind of hard to imagine the
Women’s Expo without her.”

Jordan marked a quarter-century at the
library last year, and has been involved in
many of its unique enterprises designed to
meet community needs. Her coordination
of the Women’s Expo will end this year, as
Jordan is set to retire in January. Although
she’ll hand the reins to Malafi, there’s no
question that Jordan will be present at next
year's event. Happily, she says, she’ll be able
to spend all her time shopping.

As the expo has grown, exhibit spaces
are more coveted. A committee reviews all
applications with an eye toward providing

niques and ... “that’s
when [ fell in love,” she
said. “In the beginning, I started out do-
ing functional pieces — and I still do them
— but my heart is in the decorative work.
You never know what you're going to get.
They're like little presents.”

More recently, seeking growthasanart-
ist, Broderick took a class with renowned
potter Fong Choo in North Carolina. It
piqued her interest in Asian work. She
finds it ceremonial and very peaceful. She
recalls one show visitor who paid her what
she believes to be the ultimate compliment:
“Passing my display, a woman said to me ‘I
feel like I should bow; there is a reverence
to your work.' I was blown away!” Look for
her hand-thrown pottery online at www.
susanbroderick.com.

Continued on page B17
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